
 

 

Notice of Public Hearing 

New Shoreham Town Council 

July 15, 2020 

7:00 PM  

 

Proposed Amendment to TNS Zoning Section 202 “Building Height” 

July 15, 2020 

Town Hall, Old Town Road, Block Island RI  

7:00 PM 

 

The New Shoreham Town Council will consider an amend New Shoreham Zoning Ordinance 

Section 202(A) definition of “Building Height,” requiring that within special Flood Hazard 

Areas building height be measured from Base Flood Elevation.  A local Zoning amendment to 

the definition of Building Height is required in order for the Town to be consistent with State 

law.  The proposed language may be altered or amended prior to the close of the public hearing 

without further advertising, as a result of further study or because of the views expressed at the 

public hearing. Any alteration or amendment must be presented for comment in the course of the 

hearing.   The proposed language follows, with language to be added underlined.   

 

Section 202. Definitions  

27. Building Height. The vertical distance from the average grade to the highest point of the 

existing or proposed structure, excluding appurtenant features such as chimneys, spires, flag 

poles, and cupolas. For a vacant parcel of land, building height shall be measured from the 

average, existing grade elevation where the foundation of the structure is proposed. For an 

existing structure, building height shall be measured from average grade taken from the 

outermost four (4) corners of the existing foundation. In all cases, building height shall be 

measured to the top of the highest point of the existing or proposed roof or structure.  This 

distance shall exclude appurtenant features such as chimneys, spires, cupolas and flag poles. For 

buildings any property or structure located within a Special Flood Hazard Area, as shown on the 

official FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps, building height shall be measured from base flood 

elevation, and where the amount of freeboard is being utilized or proposed, such freeboard areas, 

not to exceed five (5) feet, shall be excluded from the building height calculation.  above Base 

Flood Elevation shall be deducted from the building height calculation. In no case, shall the 

deduction of freeboard area from building height calculation exceed five (5) feet. 

 

Posted:      June 23, 2020 

Public Hearing: July 15, 2020 
Options to view and/or listen: 

Listen to the meeting by dialing in using the keypad on your smartphone or landline: (833) 548 0276 OR  
(888) 788 0099 Meeting ID: 997 7757 5691; Password: 562283; Please dial in 2 minutes before the 
meeting unless you may be commenting. View and listen to the Zoom Meeting live stream on the Town 
of New Shoreham YouTube channel:  
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmvoSBIQ0bsFRg1kxPgNVCA   

Two ways to comment: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmvoSBIQ0bsFRg1kxPgNVCA


 

 

1. Send your comments and questions 24 hours before the meeting to townclerk@new-
shoreham.com.  They will be printed out and distributed to the Town Council.  The Council will be 
able to take time to read them before the meeting. 

2. Register to comment by phone during the meeting by emailing the number of the phone you’ll be 
using, your name, and the organization (if any) you are representing to townclerk@new-
shoreheam.com  24 hours before the meeting.  Instructions will be emailed back. 
 

To see supporting documents for this agenda, go to: Clerkbase 
https://clerkshq.com/default.ashx?ClientSite=newshoreham-ri; Individuals requesting interpreter 
services for the deaf and hard of hearing must call (401) 466-3200 forty-eight hours in advance of 
the meeting date. TTY: 711.   Posted 6/24/2020 FF 
 
 

 

mailto:townclerk@new-shoreham.com
mailto:townclerk@new-shoreham.com
mailto:townclerk@new-shoreheam.com
mailto:townclerk@new-shoreheam.com

