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1.0 OVERVIEW 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

 

IT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS HARBOR MANAGEMENT PLAN TO PROMOTE PUBLIC HEALTH, 

SAFETY AND WELFARE BY REGULATING AND CONTROLLING THE USE OF THE HARBORS 

AND HARBOR FACILITIES IN THE TOWN OF NEW SHOREHAM IN ACCORDANCE WITH 

RHODE ISLAND GENERAL LAWS, SECTION 46-4-2 AS AMENDED: AND IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH SECTION 46-4-6.10, TO ESTABLISH THE AUTHORITY AND DUTIES OF THE 

HARBORMASTER AND HARBORMASTER ASSISTANT(S).  THIS PLAN WILL PROVIDE GOALS, 

POLICIES, AND IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE PRESERVATION, 

FUTURE PROTECTION, AND MANAGEMENT OF THE HARBORS OF BLOCK ISLAND.  
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BACKGROUND 

The New Shoreham Town Council, in recognition of the valuable environmental and 

economical asset provided by the Harbors of Block Island, has endeavored to formulate 

a comprehensive management plan for the uses of these Harbors.  

The New Shoreham Harbor Management  Plan (HMP) was originally prepared in part, 

under the funding and auspices of the State of Rhode Island Coastal Resources 

Management Program (CRMP) and Federal Coastal Community Assistance Program 

(CCAP).    

The HMP serves as the primary guide to establish  and amend management o rdinances  

for the overall benefit of waterway users within the jurisdictional boundaries of the waters 

managed by the Town of New Shoreham.  The HMP is founded on compatible and 

relevant  management and regulatory policy of both Feder al and State programs.  The 

Plan establishes the Town of New Shoreham as the prin cipal authority for implementation 

of the HMP.  

The HMP follows the Guidelines for the Development of Municipal Harbor Management 

Plans prepared by the Coastal Resources Manage ment Council, 2009, and includes:  

1. A description of the current physical and environmental conditions  and uses of 

the Townõs waterway resources ; 

 

2. An identification of the issues associated with access to and use  of the Townõs 

waterway resources;  

 

3. Goals, obj ectives, and policies for guiding the public and private use of land and 

water within the juri sdictional waterway resource areas, and;  

 

4. Recommended actions for the Town of New Shoreham to undertake to achieve 

the goals , objectives and policies set forth an d relating to the following:  

 

o Water Quality  

o Public Access  

o Marine Facilities  

o Mooring Management  

o Storm and Hazard Preparedness  

o Boating Safety  

o Aquaculture  

o Channel and Harbor Management  
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JURISDICTION AND AUTHORITY 

FEDERAL AUTHORITY 

US ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS (ACOE )  
 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, under regulatory authority outlined in  Section 10 of the 

Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899, requires permits for all work seaward of the mean high 

water line in the  navigable waters of the U.S.  In Rhode Island, navigable w aters are 

those subject to the ebb and  flow of the tide.  Therefore, harbor management plans that 

identify requirements for improvements  to the harbor waters of the municipality such as 

public boat ramps, docks , or commercial  moorings, may require the muni cipality to 

obtain permits from the Corpsõ New England Division. 

 

The Corpsõ regulatory program seeks to ensure that unobstructed access to harbor 

channels is maintained, and that harbors that have been dredged or maintained with 

federal funds by the Corps  (federal navigation projects) are made available on a policy 

of "open to all on a fair and equitable basis."  Under provisions of this policy, moorings 

located in harbor areas that were dredged or maintained by the Corps are considered 

integral elements o f the accessibility issue, and are subject to the Corps policy that 

access to these moorings be non -exclusionary.  

STATE AUTHORITY 

RHODE ISLAND COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COUNCIL (CRMC)  
 

The CRMC is the state's primary agency for planning and managemen t of coastal 

resources and the uses made of tidal waters. The CRMC was given jurisdiction over all 

activities taking place in tidal waters of the state and along the coastline by the General 

Assembly in 1971 (RIGL 46-23). CRMC was charged with "preserving,  protecting, 

developing and, where possible, restoring the coastal resources of the state through 

comprehensive and coordinated long range planning and management". It was the 

aim of the General Assembly that these charges be implemented so as to produce t he 

maximum benefit for society.  

 

Goals, policies and regulatory standards are established for each of these areas and the 

activities taking place within them. Adjacent shoreline features are also considered as 

part of the overall determination of activitie s which are allowed. In sum, the Water Type 

classifications and Shoreline Features, as well as other regulations, direct what uses may 

be made of an area and how these uses may be carried out.  

 

The Coastal Resources Management Program ( CRMP) provides an ov erall "blueprint" for 

activities occurring on or within coastal areas and the CRMC carries out certain 

coordinating functions in order to promote and insure the CRMP objectives. These 

functions include: serve as a binding arbitrator for disputes involving coastal resources 

and the interests of two or more municipalities and state agencies; consult on and 
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coordinate actions with local, state, regional and federal agencies and private interests; 

conduct and sponsor coastal research; and advise the Governor, G eneral Assembly and 

the public on coastal matters. Additionally, all departments and agencies of state 

government are required to cooperate with the Council in discharging its responsibilities.  

 

The approval of municipal harbor management regulations and p lans is regulated under 

Section 300.15 of the CRMP. This section establishes that "all rules or management 

functions that apply to the use of tidal waters adjacent to a municipality" are considered 

Municipal Harbor Regulations and subject to review and app roval by the CRMC. While 

the primary responsibility for developing and implementing harbor management remains 

at the local level, regulations to ensure that actions taken by the municipalities are 

consistent with the overriding management programs are rese rved by the state.  

RHODE ISLAND DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT (DEM)  
 

The Department of Environmental Management (DEM) has primary responsibility within 

the state for implementing requirements of the Federal Clean Water Act, managing 

living resour ces of the state's waters, and for overseeing federal and state land 

acquisition and open space programs.  

 

DEM has promulgated specific regulations and water quality standards to implement its 

authority under the Clean Water Act, through its Division of Wa ter Resources. Water 

Quality Classifications and Standards are designed to protect and improve the quality of 

the state's waters where these may be threatened or impaired by pollutant discharges. 

The regulations specifically identify concentrations of vess els, as in a marina or mooring 

area, as a potential source of pollution.  

 

The DEM Division of Fish and Wildlife, in conjunction with the Marine Fisheries Council, 

manages the fin and shellfish fisheries within the state. Current programs include the 

regul ation of commercial fisheries, shellfish propagation and transplanting, and 

establishing and protecting shellfish management areas. The Division also provides 

comment to CRMC on proposals which may impact coastal resources. RIDEM also issues 

other permits which regulate development of shoreline areas, including: RIPDES, ISDS, 

underground injection control, and freshwater wetlands.  

MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY 

LOCAL HARBOR ORDINANCES AND HARBORMASTER AUTHORITIES 
 

Chapter 4 of Title 46 of the General Laws of Rhode I sland (Harbors and Harborlines)  

confers upon the coastal municipalities of the state certain powers concerning the 

regulation of public waters within their jurisdiction. These powers can be segregated into 

management of vessel operations within harbors, in cluding the removal of wrecks and 

derelict or abandoned boats or docks, management of anchorages and moorings, and 

regulation of activities such as water -skiing, skin diving, regattas, and marine parades.  
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The enabling legislation clearly grants towns thes e powers to ensure the orderly 

development of the harbor areas within their jurisdictions, particularly as applied to the 

use of these areas by vessels. Specifically, municipalities are granted authority and 

power to enact, through ordinance and an appoint ed harbormaster, rules and 

regulations to control activities on or in the waters under their jurisdiction. They may also 

impose penalties for violations of such ordinances. In addition, municipalities are 

empowered to enact zoning ordinances, wastewater ma nagement districts, erosion and 

sediment ordinances, and storm water management ordinances, each of  which can 

enhance the management of shoreline areas. However, the powers and duties granted 

through the enabling legislation may not be construed to abrogat e the powers and 

duties of the CRMC.  

The Harbormaster oversees all marine activity in the Great Salt Pond  and Old Harbor . The 

Harbormaster is responsible for safe navigation within the harbor, for rental of moorings 

and the location of boats in the anchorage, and for the operation of sewage pumpout  

and refuse removal vessels .  

While the Harbormaster is in day -to -day control of the Great Salt Pond, jurisdiction is 

shared with other agencies and groups. By the rul ing of the Rhode Island Supreme Court, 

the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC) has primary 

jurisdiction of the shoreline of the pond and the 200 -foot contiguous landward area, 

including tidal water. CRMCõs authority extends to docks, piers, launching ramps, 

buildings, aquaculture, the size and configuration of marinas and any other proposed 

alterations in tidal waters, the shoreline or the 200 -foot contiguous area.  

Numerous federal as well as state laws and regulations apply, notably i n the areas of 

navigation and environmental protection. The channel into Block Island Sound, cut in the 

late 19th Century, turned the Great Salt Pond from an isolated pond into navigable 

waters and a harbor of refuge. Thus it is subject to oversight by the  U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers.  

In fulfilling its mission to maintain navigation, the Army Corps of Engineers occasionally 

conducts maintenance dredging projects at the channel to the Great Salt Pond. Natural 

shoaling processes reduce available depths in t he entrance channel making navigation 

to and from the pond hazardous. At times, shallow depths have led to the grounding of 

some vessels and the need for additional navigational buoy.  

State law delegates the power to regulate fishing in the Great Salt Pon d to the Town of 

New Shoreham (RIGL 20 -3-7). Block Islandõs Shellfish Commission and its Shellfish Wardens 

are responsible for management of the shellfish and finfish populations in the Great Salt 

Pond, encompassing the regulation of commercial and private  shellfish licenses, 

quantities, methods and timing of shellfishing, the opening and closing of shellfish beds 

and enforcement.  
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PRIORITY GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

 

The priority goals and objectives of the Harb or Management Plan are as follows:  

 

A.  Maintain a program which protects the resources of the Great Salt Pond (New Harbor) 

and Old Harbor while supporting appropriate productive uses by both marine and land 

side interests.  
1. Maintain a Harbors Committee who se members represent the different 

interests and constituencies involved in the use and protection of New Harbor 

and Old Harbor.  

2. Continue to recruit qualified pe rsonnel and provide appropriate professional 

training for Harbors Department  staff.  

3. Continue to  provide an adequate budget and financial controls in 

conjunction with the Six Year Capital Budget Program.  

4. Develop and finance a planned maintenance and replacement program for 

facilities and equipment.  

5. In cooperation with the U.S. Coast Guard and U.S. Ar my Corp of Engineers, 

maintain a plan, which fairly delineates areas for rental moorings, private 

moorings, anchorages, channels, fairways, and turning basins.  

 

B.  Insure that the Harbor Management Plan is financially sound.  That costs and uses are 

fairl y distributed among different classes of users, that  revenues are used appropriately to 

cover both direct and indirect costs, and that funds are available to improve facilities as 

needed.  

1. Conduct an annual survey to determine the competitiveness  of our fees and 

charges with those of other popular destination harbors in the region.  

2. Use this same survey to measure the opinions, favorable and unfavorable, that 

visiting boaters have regarding Block Island, together with an assessment of 

their likely expenditures while here. Use this to measure the economic 

contribution made by these visitors.  

3. Maintain and establish reserve funds to improve facilities.  

4. Maintain and execute an equitable program for the allocation and distribution 

of mooring permits to r esident and non -resident alike in conformance with the 

R.I. Coastal Resources Management Program.  

5. Provide an analysis of revenue sources and uses of funds.  Use this to ensure 

that both costs and revenues are being fairly shared.  

 

C.  Maintain an involveme nt in all growth and development activities to insure they meet 

the criteria of local, state and federal authorities.    

1. Help to insure that all landside development is in keeping with the provisions 

of the Town's Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Ordinance, Open Space and 

Recreation Plan, and the requirements of all other agencies.  

2. Help to insure that all waterborne activities are consistent with the standards 

and delineations established by Rhode Island Department of Environmental 

Management, Coastal Resources Ma nagement Council, and Army Corps of 

Engineers.  
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D.  Maintain the highest possible water quality standards.  

1. Vigorously enforce the No Discharge regulations established by the EPA in 

May 1993 and August of 1998.  

2. Continue to provide free holding tank pumpout  service for boaters and 

ensure adequate service to all vessels .  Marinas shall provide and maintain 

Town approved pumpout facilities conveniently available for all vessels at 

their facilities.  

3. Provide information to the boating public as to the value and importance of 

this program.  

4. Provide regular monitoring and reporting of water quality parameter, 

including coliform levels, at different stations throughout the Pond.  

5. Identify point sources of water pollution and initiate action by appropriate 

enforcement agencies.  

6. Support and participate in a program for municipal disposal of waste oil and 

other hazardous materials.  

7. Encourage marinas to develop and maintain marina facility operation and 

maintenance programs.  

8. Restrict boating activities in significant shall ow water habitats to decrease 

turbidity and physical destruction of such habitat.  

9. Endorse Harbor Masterõs authority to enforce Rhode Island General Laws Ä46-

12-39, §46-12-40 & §46 -12-41 and perform MSD inspections.  

 

E.  Support the Shellfish Commission and  other public and private org anizations in their 

efforts to develop aquaculture projects and expand shellfish and finfish resources.   

1. Help establish resource enhancement techniques (transplanting, seeding) to 

alleviate pressure on natural stocks.  

2. Restore year -round shellfishing and provide greater opportunities for 

commercial shellfishing and aquaculture.  

3. Protect finfish spawning habitat and nesting and feeding habitat areas for 

birds. 

4. Develop and maintain adequate shellfish and finfish enforcement program.   

 

F.  Promote marine safety . 

1. Maintain the Harbor Department s Marine Patrol as an enforcement presence 

in the Great Salt Pond.  

2. Distribute safety information to visiting boaters, together with information 

about local rules and ordinances.  

3. Encourage the Coas t Guard Auxiliary to conduct courtesy inspections.  

4. Promote a cooperative m arine safety program with RI DEM  and US Coast 

Guard.  

 

G.  Improve public access and facilities.  

1. Maintain and inventory all rights of way to the shoreline and provide this 

information  to the public and visiting boaters.  

2. Continue to develop and expand Town -owned facilities for visiting boaters in 

response to their comments. Including but not limited to public bathroom and 

shower facilities, dingy dockage, boat ramps, garbage disposal, a nd pump out 

facilities.  
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2.0 HARBOR DESCRIPTION & 

RESOURCE INVENTORY  

 

THE GREAT SALT POND  

 

One of Block Islandõs greatest assets is its beautiful sheltered harbor, known as the Great 

Salt Pond. Historically an enclose d pond, this now 673 acre tidal harbor, known as New 

Harbor, opens to Block Island Sound providing vessels with shelter from heavy seas. New 

Harbor, was created in 1895, when a channel was dug to connect the Great Salt Pond 

to Block Island Sound through th e northwestern side of the island.  

 

The federal channel accessing the Great Salt Pond was authorized through 

the U.S. Rivers and Harbors Act of June 3, 1896 (modified in 1902 and 1945) 

which allows for the construction, repair, and preservation of certain  public 

works on rivers and harbors and specifically cites the Great Salt Pond on 

Block Island.  

After th e opening of a permanent breach way to Block Island Sound in 1895, Block Island 

attracted passenger steamers, commercial fishermen, and a number of rec reational 

boaters and tourists to the New Harbor.  Subsequently , developmental pressures have 

affected the Great Salt Pond to varying degrees.  Not until recent years have these 

pressures exceeded the resiliency of the water bodies' ecosystem.  
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The Great Sa lt Pond serves as a shared -use harbor. Roughly one -half, the northern sector, 

is reserved for recreational use. This is a òno anchoringó area (1) , kept open for sailing, 

swimming, fishing, kayaking, canoeing, kite boarding, rowing and wakeboarding. The 

Gre at Salt Pond is readymade for paddling, with flat water surrounded by scenic salt 

marsh and estuaries perfect for bird and wildlife sightings.  

 

The central and southern deep -water areas of the Great Salt Pond are set aside as 

anchorage (2) and mooring are as (3) . The mooring field contains both private and rental 

moorings. The town owns and manages 90 rental moorings. The 289 private moorings in 

the Great Salt Pond are controlled by permits issued by the Town. The mooring area is at 

or near capacity and the re is a long list of island residents and nonresidents on the waitlist 

for mooring permits. Commercial launch services operate throughout the Great Salt 

Pond, serving both the anchorage and mooring areas.  

 

Three large private marinas (4) provide over 400 slips for private yachts, dockage for the 

high speed ferry from Montauk, New York, and on occasion, host small cruise ships. 

Surrounding the three large marinas are shoreside restaurants and inns within walking 

distance. Two of the marinas have bars and ea ting establishments on the piers.  

The southwest corner of Great Salt Pond is Cormorant Cove (5) , a 32 acre cove 

bordered by private residences, some with piers. Part of Cormorant Cove is deep 

enough for anchorage, but it is separated from the main body of  the harbor by a shoal, 

and there is only a narrow entry with water deep enough for boats with four to five feet 

of draft.  

 

Northwest of Cormorant Cove, on the edge of the channel joining Block Island Sound, is 

a former U.S. Coast Guard station (6) . Its building and dock are now owned by the Town 

and future uses are being explored.  

 

The northern recreational area by Beane Point is bordered to the west and the north by 

dunes, tidal flats and salt marshes. This is an undeveloped conservation area (7) and 

wildlife preserve. It is owned in part by local entities and in part by the US Fish and Wildlife 

Service.  

 

Along the eastern shore of the recreational area is a public beach, Andyõs Way (8) with 

a small parking area off of Corn Neck Road. Dozens of small cr aft are pulled up on the 

beach here during the season.  

 

While there are homes along this shore, most buildings are set back from the waterõs 

edge, leaving the shoreline untouched. One exception is the Block Island Club (9) , a 

community nonprofit that focu ses on sail training for juniors. The club has a building near 

the water, a small swimming beach and a pier (the only pier permitted in the 

recreational area). The club has a fleet of more than 40 sailboats, kayaks, canoes and 

rowboats. To the south of the  club is a public dinghy beach, known as Mosquito Beach 

(10), which provides visiting boaters with access to the ocean beaches and town 

facilities on the eastern side of the island, across Corn Neck Road.  

 

In the southeast corner of the Great Salt Pond th ere are linked salt -water ponds, Trimõs 

Pond (11) and Harbor Pond (12). Part of this area is used for commercial aquaculture. 
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This is mostly shallow water, navigable by kayaks or canoes, but with deeper water along 

an entrance channels  where there is a pub lic launch ramp for small craft, the only one in 

the Great Salt Pond. Also located along the channel is a docking station for pumpout 

boats to transfer waste from boats in the harbor to the townõs sewage treatment system. 

Commercial facilities in this area  include kayak and paddleboard rental stations, a boat 

launch, repair and winter storage facility, with rental slips for small craft, and a bait and 

tackle shop with rental cabins and a dock for small fishing boats. One other organization 

located on the wa ter here is the BI Maritime Institute (13), a nonprofit which has slips for a 

dozen boats.   

 

Today, the Great Salt Pond is a popular multiple use recreational and economic asset. 

Providing for those uses while also protecting ecological communities, water quality, and 

sensitive archeological sites is a great challenge. This magically scenic natural feature 

demands our protection. A balance of appropriate uses must be achieved in order to 

provide an optimal habitat, superior water quality and a recreation zo ne for water based 

activities in keeping with this special place.  

 
Cultural Asset  

The Great Salt Pond has provided a home, habitat, and recreation for thousands of 

years. The shores of the pond have a long history of human use, as it once was a primary 

a rea of residence by Native Americans both before and after contact with Europeans. 

Due to its significance, the area was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 

1990 and is referred to as the Great Salt Pond Archeological District (See Map HC1  

Historic & Cultural Resources ).  

 
Ecological Asset  

Covering about one square mile in area, the Great Salt Pond is surrounded by a scenic 

watershed and is home to a wide variety of plants and animals. Its waters, shoreline and 

coastal wetlands provide imp ortant habitat for birds, seals, lobsters, crabs, shellfish and 

fish.  

 
Recreational Asset  

The Great Salt Pond is one of the most popular yacht harbors in the northeast with 

approximately 1,000 visiting boats moored in New Harbor on a typical summer weeke nd 

and as many as 2,000 on special occasions such as holidays or Race Week. It is 

navigable by vessels with up to 12 feet of draft and offers a large anchoring area and 

rental moorings. The pond is also popular for paddling and fishing.  

 
Economic Asset  

Together with the nearby beaches, the Great Salt Pond/New Harbor is the islandõs prime 

attraction for tourists. On summer weekends, visiting boaters are estimated to represent a 

waterborne community of 3,000 to 6,000 people making New Harbor a major economi c 

asset not only for the Town but also for the State. The local businesses established to 

support this waterborne community provide jobs for residents and contribute significantly 
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to the local tax base. Permits and fees associated with the recreational use s on the pond 

also represent a significant revenue source for the town.  

 

OLD HARBOR (HARBOR OF REFUGE)  

Since Block Island had no natural harbors, breakwaters were constructed to form Old 

Harbor in 1870.  

ADD NARRATIVE ð HARBORS DEPT. 

Cultural Asset  

 

 
Ecological Asset  

 

 
Recreational Asset  

 

 
Economic Asset  

 

 

REGULATORY SETTING  ð PHYSICAL BOUNDARY 

GREAT SALT POND BOUNDARY   

ADD BOUNDARY ð HARBORS DEPT. 

 

A.  A straight line extension of the outsides of each of the two jetties at the 

breachway entrance to Great Sal t Pond.  

 

B. A straight line starting from the point of pond on the northeast side of the Great 

Salt Pond breachway and running generally southeasterly to Harris (Breezy) Point.  

C.  A straight line starting at Harris (Breezy) Point and running generally southweste rly 

to Can Buoy #5.  

 

D. A straight line southwesterly extension of the west jetty at the breachway 

entrance to Great Salt Pond which joins with the seaward limit of a straight line 

(500 feet) extension of the boundary between the commercial/low residential 
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zone area west of Champlinõs Dock, thence turning generally easterly and 

running to Can Buoy #5, then turning generally south -southeasterly and running to 

the point of land on the eastern shore of the channel to Trimõs Pond, thence 

turning 90 degrees and run ning west to land on the western side of the Trimõs 

Pond Channel.  

 

E. A line along the outside of the west breakwater.  

 

F. A line along the outside of the east breakwater.  

 

G.  A straight line starting at the boundary of lots 64 -1 and 65 and running generally 

southe asterly to terminate at the northern boundary of lots 103 and 104.  Revise 

Water Type designation west of Line G to Type 3.  

 

OLD HARBOR (HARBOR OF REFUGE) BOUNDARY  

 

ADD BOUNDARY ð HARBORS DEPT. 
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CRMC WATER TYPE CLASSIFICATIONS AND PRIORITY USES 

 

TYPE 1 CONSERVATION AREAS  

INCLUDED IN THIS CATEGORY ARE ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING: (1) 

WATER AREAS THAT ARE WITHIN OR ADJACENT TO THE BOUNDARIES OF 

DESIGNATED WILDLIFE REFUGES AND CONSERVATION AREAS, (2) WATER AREAS 

THAT HAVE RETAINED NATURAL HABITAT OR MAINTAIN SCENIC VALUES OF 

UNIQUE OR UNUSUAL SIGNIFICANCE, AND (3) WATER AREAS THAT ARE 

PARTICULARLY UNSUITABLE FOR STRUCTURES DUE TO THEIR EXPOSURE TO SEVERE 

WAVE ACTION, FLOODING, AND EROSION. 

POLICIES FOR TYPE 1 

1. The Town of New Shorehamõs goal is to preserve and protect Type 1 waters from 

activities and uses that have the potential to degrade scenic, wildlife, and plant 

habitat values, or which may adversely impact water quality or natural shoreline 

types.  

 

2. The mooring of houseboats and floating businesses, the construction of 

recreational boating facilities, filling below mean high water, point discharge of 

substances other than properly treated runoff water, and the placement of 

industrial or commer cial structures or operations (excluding fishing and 

aquaculture) are all prohibited in Type 1 waters.  

 

3. In Type 1 waters, activities and alterations including dredging, dredged materials 

disposal, and grading and excavation on abutting shoreline features a re all 

prohibited unless the primary purpose of the alteration or activity is to preserve or 

enhance the area as a natural habitat for native plants and wildlife or a beach 

renourishment/replenishment project.  

 

4. Activities and alterations subject to Town of  New Shoreham jurisdiction 

contiguous to public parks, public beaches, public rights -of -way to the shore, and 

conservation areas abutting Type 1 waters shall not significantly interfere with 

public use and enjoyment of such facilities.  

A majority of waterf ront on the Great Salt Pond is designated Type 1, Conservation 

Areas, which does not permit the construction of new docks.  
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TYPE 2 LOW-INTENSITY USE  

THIS CATEGORY INCLUDES WATERS IN AREAS WITH HIGH SCENIC VALUE THAT 

SUPPORT LOW- INTENSITY RECREATIONAL AND RESIDENTIAL USES.  THESE WATERS 

INCLUDE SEASONAL MOORING AREAS WHERE GOOD WATER QUALITY AND FISH 

AND WILDLIFE HABITAT ARE MAINTAINED. 

POLICIES FOR TYPE 2 

1. The Town of New Shorehamõs goal is to maintain and, where possible, restore the 

high scenic value, wat er quality, and natural habitat values of these areas, while 

providing for low -intensity uses that will not detract from these values.  

 

2. New or deepened dredged channels and basins; new or deepened dredged 

channels and basins at existing marinas that result  in an expansion greater that 25 

percent of their capacity; new marinas and expansion of pre -existing marinas in 

excess of 25 percent of their capacity; the mooring of houseboats and floating 

businesses; industrial and commercial structures and operations (excluding fishing 

and aquaculture); and filling are all prohibited in Type 2 waters.  The Town of New 

Shorehamõs intent for pre-existing marina operations located in Type 2 waters is to 

allow for their continued maintenance and viability as such operation s.  

Maintenance dredging, dock reconfigurations, activities such as travel lift 

operations and other best available technologies, and other ancillary activities 

necessary to maintain the operational viability of the facility, should be expected 

to occur at  pre -existing marina operations in these waters.  Structural shoreline 

protection facilities should not be prohibited.  Such allowances will only be 

instituted at marina facilities with approved marina perimeters.  

 

3. Residential boating facilities, public la unching ramps, and structural shoreline 

protection facilities may be permitted in Type 2 waters, provided it can be 

demonstrated that there will be no significant adverse impact to coastal 

resources, water dependent uses or publicõs use and enjoyment of the shoreline 

and tidal waters of the Town.  
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TYPE 3 HIGH INTENSITY BOATING  

THIS CATEGORY INCLUDES INTENSELY UTILIZED WATER AREAS WHERE 

RECREATIONAL BOATING ACTIVITIES DOMINATE AND WHERE THE ADJACENT 

SHORELINES ARE DEVELOPED AS MARINAS, BOATYARDS, AND ASSOCIATED 

WATER- ENHANCED AND WATER- DEPENDENT BUSINESSES. 

POLICIES FOR TYPE 3 

1. The Town of New Shorehamõs goal is to preserve, protect, and, where possible, 

enhance Type 3 areas for high -intensity boating and the services that support this 

activity.  Other activ ities and alterations will be permitted to the extent that they 

do not significantly interfere with recreational boating activities or values.  

 

2. The highest priority uses of Type 3 waters and adjoining land areas within the 

Townõs jurisdiction are (a) moori ng areas,  marinas,  public launching ramps, 

navigation channels, fairways, an d other facilities that support recreational 

boating and enhance public access to tidal waters; and (b) boatyards and other 

businesses that service recreational boaters.  
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TYPE 4 MULTIPURPOSE WATERS 

THIS CATEGORY INCLUDES (1) LARGE EXPANSES OF OPEN WATER IN 

NARRAGANSETT BAY AND THE SOUNDS WHICH SUPPORT A VARIETY OF 

COMMERCIAL AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES WHILE MAINTAINING GOOD 

VALUE AS A FISH AND WILDLIFE HABITAT; AND (2) OPEN WATERS ADJACENT TO 

SHORELINES THAT COULD SUPPORT WATER- DEPENDENT COMMERCIAL, 

INDUSTRIAL, AND/OR HIGH- INTENSITY RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES.  

POLICIES FOR TYPE 4 

1. The Town of New Shorehamõs goal is to maintain a balance among the          

diverse activities that must coexist in Type 4 waters.  The changing                 

characteristics of traditional activities and the development of new water -       

dependent uses shall, where possible, be accommodated in keeping with the   

principle that the Town of New Shoreham sh all work to preserve and restore 

ecological systems.  

 

2. The Town of New Shoreham recognizes that large portions of Type 4 waters 

include important fishing grounds and fishery habitats, and shall protect such 

areas from alterations and activities that threate n the vitality of Rhode Island 

fisheries. 

 

3. Aquaculture leases shall be considered if the Town of New Shoreham is satisfied 

there will be no significant adverse impacts on the traditional fishery.  

 

4. The Town of New Shoreham shall work to promote the maintena nce of good 

water quality within Type 4 Multipurpose waters.  
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 TYPE 5 COMMERCIAL AND RECREATIONAL HARBORS 

THESE WATERS ARE ADJACENT TO WATERFRONT AREAS THAT SUPPORT A 

VARIETY OF TOURIST, RECREATIONAL, AND COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES.  THEY 

INCLUDE ALL OR PORTIONS OF THE OLD HARBOR AREA. 

POLICIES FOR TYPE 5 

1. The Town of New Shorehamõs goals are to maintain a balance among diverse 

port -related activities, including recreational boating, commercial fishing, 

restaurants, and other water -enhanced businesses; to promot e the efficient use 

of space; and to protect the scenic characteristics that make these areas 

valuable to tourism.  

  

2. The highest priority uses of Type 5 waters and adjoining land areas within Town of 

New Shoreham jurisdiction are (a) berthing, mooring, and  servicing of 

recreational craft, commercial fishing vessels, and ferries; (b) water -dependent 

and water -enhanced commerce, including businesses catering to tourists; (c) 

maintenance of navigational channels and berths, and removal of obstructions 

to navig ation; and (d) activities that maintain or enhance water quality and 

scenic qualities, including the preservation of historic features.  The Town of New 

Shoreham shall suitable modify or prohibit activities that significantly detract from 

or interfere with  these priority uses.  
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DEM WATER QUALITY CLASSIFICATIONS AND DESCRIPTIONS 

 

 

The surface waters of the state shall be assigned to one of the classes listed below. Each 

class is defined by the designated uses, which are the most sensitive and therefore 

governing water uses, which it is intended to protect. Surface waters may be suitable for 

other beneficial uses, but shall be regulated to protect and enhance the designated 

uses. In no case shall  waste assimilation or waste transport be considered a designated 

use. 

 

(1). Freshwater:  

 

(a)  Class A - These waters are designated as a source of public drinking water supply, 

for primary and secondary contact recreational activities and for fish and wildlife  

habitat. They shall be suitable for compatible industrial processes and cooling, 

hydropower, aquaculture uses, navigation, and irrigation and other agricultural 

uses. These waters shall have good aesthetic value.   Class A waters used for 

public drinking w ater supply may be subject to restricted recreational use by 

State and local authorities.  

 

(b)  Class B - These waters are designated for fish and wildlife habitat and primary and 

secondary contact recreational activities. They shall be suitable for compatible 

industrial processes and cooling, hydropower, aquaculture uses, navigation, and 

irrigation and other agricultural uses. These waters shall have good aesthetic 

value.  

 

(c)  Class B1 - These waters are designated for primary and secondary contact 

recreational act ivities and fish and wildlife habitat. They shall be suitable for 

compatible industrial processes and cooling, hydropower, aquaculture uses, 

navigation, and irrigation and other agricultural uses. These waters shall have 

good aesthetic value. Primary conta ct recreational activities may be impacted 

due to pathogens from approved wastewater discharges. However all Class B 

criteria must be met.  Certain Class B and B1 water body segments may have 

partial use designations assigned to them as noted in rule (3) be low.  

 

(d)  Class C - These waters are designated for secondary contact recreational 

activities and fish and wildlife habitat. They shall be suitable for compatible 

industrial processes and cooling, hydropower, aquaculture uses, navigation, and 

irrigation and ot her agricultural uses. These waters shall have good aesthetic 

value.  

 

(2). Seawater:  

 

(a)  Class SA - These waters are designated for shellfish harvesting for direct human 

consumption, primary and secondary contact recreational activities, and fish 

and wildlife  habitat. They shall be suitable for aquaculture uses, navigation and 

industrial cooling. These waters shall have good aesthetic value.  
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(b)  Class SB - These waters are designated for primary and secondary contact 

recreational activities; shellfish harvesting for controlled relay and depuration; 

and fish and wildlife habitat. They shall be suitable for aquaculture uses, 

navigation, and industrial cooling. These waters shall have good aesthetic value. 

Amended June 2000.  

 

(c)  Class SB1 - These waters are designated f or primary and secondary contact 

recreational activities and fish and wildlife habitat. They shall be suitable for 

aquaculture uses, navigation, and industrial cooling. These waters shall have 

good aesthetic value. Primary contact recreational activities m ay be impacted 

due to pathogens from approved wastewater discharges. However all Class SB 

criteria must be met.  

 

(d)  Class SC - These waters are designated for secondary contact recreational 

activities, and fish and wildlife habitat. They shall be suitable for  aquaculture uses, 

navigation, and industrial cooling. These waters shall have good aesthetic value.  

 

* Certain Class SA, SB and SB1 water body segments may have partial use 

designations assigned to them as noted in rules (3) below.  

 

(3). Partial Uses: 

 

In accordance with rule 19 of these regulations, the Department may designate a 

partial use for the above listed water use classifications. Partial use denotes specific 

restrictions of use assigned to a waterbody or waterbody segment that may affect 

the appl ication of criteria. For example, a partial use designation may be 

appropriate where waters are impacted by activities such as combined sewer 

overflows and concentrations of vessels. Additional partial uses may be so 

designated by the Director if provided in accordance with rule 19.  

 

(a)  CSO - These waters will likely be impacted by combined sewer overflows in 

accordance with approved CSO Facilities Plans and in compliance with rule 

19.E.1 of these regulations and the Rhode Island CSO Policy. Therefore, primary  

contact recreational activities, shellfishing uses, and fish and wildlife habitat will 

likely be restricted.  

 

(b)  Concentration of Vessels - these waters are in the vicinity of marinas and/or 

mooring fields and therefore seasonal shellfishing closures will li kely be required as 

listed in the most recent (revised annually) RIDEM document entitled Shellfish 

Closure Areas. For Class SA waters, all Class SA criteria must be attained at all 

times.  
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RESOURCE USE (NOT WRITTEN YET ð TO BE REVISED)  

 

Natural Resources 

Uses of Resources  

 Conservation and Recreation Areas 

 Shoreline Access Areas 

 Shellfish Resources 

 Recreational Boating 

 Marinas/Boatyards 

 Mooring Areas/Anchorages 

 Watersports 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

 

THE FUTURE WELLBEING OF THE ISLAND DEPENDS ON THE WISE A ND SUSTAINABLE USE OF 

ITS TWO HARBORS . 

The intention of the Town has been and continues to be that New Harbor be dedicated 

to recreational boating use, commercial fishing, shellfishing, and aquaculture but not to 

other commercial activities such as freight , ferries, major transportation and other uses 

that might conflict with those intended uses or the scenic and natural qualities of the 

Great Salt Pond. A clear distinction must remain between uses appropriate for Old 

Harbor and New Harbor.  

 

The marine and  transportation activities associated with each harbor are somewhat 

different. Old Harbor is best suited to serve as the islandõs principal transportation 

center with docks, parking and storage areas capable of supporting large capacity 

stern-loading ferri es carrying passengers, vehicles and freight. Another area of the 

Old Harbor, the Inner Basin, is suited for a limited number of commercial fishing and 

sport fishing craft.  

 

New Harbor in the Great Salt Pond is the third most popular yacht harbor in the 

northeast (after Newport and Marblehead, Massachusetts). New Harbor is a major 

economic asset not only for Block Island but for Rhode Island tourism generally. Uses 

can put stress on the pondõs water quality and ecosystem with its potential for 

pollution fr om boats. Protecting the water quality of the Great Salt Pond, a critical 

natural and economic resource (see Great Salt Pond chapter), is a major priority of 

the Town.  
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The intention of the Town has been and continues to be that New Harbor be 

committed to  recreational boating and limited ferry use (passenger only), as well as 

to commercial fishing, shell -fishing and aquaculture uses, but not to other 

commercial activities such as ferries carrying vehicles and freight, or boat 

manufacture and major repair. It is also the intention of the Town to control the level 

of recreational boating capacity in the pond by limiting mooring and significant 

dock expansion.  

 

Concern over potential overdevelopment or inappropriate uses that could forever 

negatively impact th is important natural and economic asset drives a significant 

amount of civic attention and volunteerism and, as such, appropriate public policies 

and protective measures should follow. Public policies affecting the Great Salt Pond 

and its watershed should be based on a long -term view, a clear understanding of 

the pondõs ecosystem and the utilization of tools to forecast and evaluate 

environmental impacts. It is important that the Great Salt Pond be protected and 

managed in a way to prevent future harm while  allowing for the current uses to 

continue.  

 
Also involved in the future of the Great Salt Pond are non -governmental organizations. 

One island nonprofit, the Committee for the Great Salt Pond (CGSP), was created 

specifically to help deal with environmental  and developmental issues in the Great Salt 

Pond and its watershed. Other organizations are closely concerned with the Great Salt 

Pond because of their broader interest in conservation and environmental protection on 

Block Island. They include The Nature C onservancy, the Ocean View Foundation, the 

Block Island Residents Association, the Block Island Land Trust, and the Block Island 

Conservancy. These organizations intersect in many ways, and collaborate informally, 

but no one institution coordinates their a ctivities or oversees their efforts.  
 

CONSERVATION AND RECREATION AREAS 

 

TO BE ADD ð HARBORS DEPT. 
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SHELLFISH MANAGEMENT AREA DESCRIPTION 

 

The intent of the Shellfish Commission recommendation(s) within this document is to 

provide the basic framework to identify underutilized areas, which may possibly be 

suitable for aquaculture uses while also protecting e xisting and established use(s) of 

areas in the Great Salt Pond, Block Island.  Nothing in this recommendation is meant to 

displace or interfere with existing traditional fisheries, navigation, recreational activities, or 

a riparian ownerõs access to his or her shore.  

 

It is noted that Areas 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 10 are currently being utilized in a five (5) year 

shellfish (mercenaria mercenaria) enhancement program at the rate of 100,000 seed per 

year by the Town Commission.  This program is now successf ully in year number three as 

of 1996.  

 

All elements of this Management Plan are subject to water quality classifications 

determined by the RIDEM Division of Water Resources.  

 

Area #1:   

Verbal Definition:  All of the waters of Cormorant Cove, West of a line from the northern 

most end of Cormorant Point to the Eastern most dolphin of the Coast Guard Station.  

Co -ordinates:  Point 4 - 41 11 40.435 LAT - 71 35 19.861 LON 

Point 7 - 41 11 26.713 LAT - 71 35 18.329 LON 

Defined Uses: FISHERIES PRIORITY defined as the harvest of the natural resources including 

but not limited to shellfish, crustaceans, and finfish, as regulated by the Town of New 

Shoreham.  This area is also designated as a high priority shellfish stock enhancement 

area as well as being one of three (3)  areas certified by the RIDEM for year -round shellfish 

harvesting.  

 

Area #2:   

Verbal Definition:  Bounded on the west by a line running from Bean Point southerly to a 

point on the line that runs from the most northerly extremity of Cormorant Point to the 

Block Island Club dock and bounded on the east from a line that runs from the easterly 

most point of the old breach way southerly to where it intersects the line that runs from 

the northern extremity of Cormorant Cove to the Block Island Club.  

Co -ordinates:  Point 1 - 41 11 58.812 LAT - 71 34 54.942 LON 

Point 5 - 41 11 39.895 LAT - 71 34 43.363 LON 

Point 6 - 41 11 35.765 LAT - 71 34 54.056 LON 

Point 3 - 41 11 43.768 LAT - 71 35 14.917 LON 

Defined Uses: FISHERIES PRIORITY defined as the harvest of the natural resources including 

but not limited to shellfish, crustaceans, and finfish, as regulated by the Town of New 

Shoreham.  This area is also designated as a high priority shellfish stock enhancement 

area as well as being one of three (3) areas certified by the RIDEM for year -round shellfish 

harvesting.  In addition, this area is acknowledged as a water sport recreational area as 

defined in the Harbor Management Plan Section 9, last sentence; These activities shall 
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generally be permitted in the designated conserv ation/recreational area located north 

of the òno-anchorageó line and east of the navigational channel. 

 

Area #3:   

Verbal Definition:  Bounded on the West by a line that runs from the easterly most point of 

the old breach way southerly to a point where it in tersects the line that runs from the 

northern extremity of Cormorant Point to the Block Island Club dock and bounded on 

the east by the land, terminus of the Block Island Club.  

Co -Ordinates:  Point 1 - 41 11 58.812 LAT - 71 34 54.942 LON 

Point 5 - 41 11 39.895 LAT - 71 34 43.363 LON 

Point 2 - 41 11 46.062 LAT - 71 34 27.398 LON 

Defined Uses:  FISHERIES PRIORITY defined as the harvest of the natural resources including 

but not limited to shellfish, crustaceans, and finfish, as regulated by the Town of New 

Shoreham.  This area is also designated as a high priority shellfish stock enhancement 

area as well as being one of three (3) areas certified by the RIDEM for year -round shellfish 

harvesting.  

 

Area #4:   

Verbal Definition:  Bounded on the north by a line that ru ns from the northern extre mity of 

Cormorant Point to the Block Island Club dock, and bounded on the west by the line 

that runs from Beane Point to Harris Point, on the east by land south of the Block Island 

Club dock and north of the southernmost end of Ha rris Point. 

Co -ordinates:  Point 2 - 41 11 46.062 LAT - 71 34 27.398 LON 

Point 5 - 41 11 39.895 LAT - 71 34 43.363 LON 

Point 6 - 41 11 35.765 LAT - 71 34 54.056 LON 

Point 8 - 41 11 24.724 LAT - 71 34 25.265 LON 

Defined Uses:  FISHERIES PRIORITY defined as the harvest of the natural resources including 

but not limited to shellfish, crustaceans, and finfish, as regulated by the Town of New 

Shoreham.  There are no water sports in this area and the speed limit is 5 mph.  This area 

is designated for over -wintering  of permitted CRMC aquaculture projects.  The conditions 

for such over -wintering will be specified by the respective CRMC assents.  

 

Area #5:   

Verbal Definition:  Designated by a line from Harris Point running southwest to the 

intersections of Type 1, 2, and  3 waters and then running southeast to Indian Head Neck 

and bounded on the east by land and South of the southernmost point of Harris Point 

and the western most point of Indian Head Neck.  

Co -ordinates:  Point 8 - 41 11 24.724 LAT - 71 34 25.265 LON 

Point 11 -41 11  5.584 LAT - 71 34 27.957 LON 

Point 13 41 10 50.986 LAT - 71 34 23.024 LON 

Defined Uses:  FISHERIES PRIORITY defined as the harvest of the natural resources including 

but not limited to shellfish, crustaceans, and finfish, as regulated by the Town of New 

Shoreham.  This area is also designated as a high priority shellfish stock enhancement 

area as well as being seasonally certified for shellfishing but not for water sports or over -

wintering.  

 

Area #6:   
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Verbal Definition:  Defined as all CRMC Type 1 w aters east of a line between the western 

extremity of Indian Head Neck and the outer most extremity of Plat# 5 Lot 116 AKA  Twin 

Maples property.  

Co -ordinates:  Point 16 - 41 10 49.668 LAT - 71 34 21.376 LON 

Point 18 - 41 10 47.080 LAT - 71 34 15.391 LON 

(6a): Those CRMC Type 1 waters of Trims Pond north of the sewer district line bounded by 

the land  

(6b): Those waters of Harbor Pond south of the southern side of Beach Avenue bridge.  

Defined Uses: Priority designation of Area 6a is for the leasing of tidal w aters for private 

aquaculture but not to exclude existing fisheries and recreational uses.  Area 6b is 

designated as a secondary aquaculture leasing site to be used in the event that area 6a 

has been utilized to its maximum extent.  Area 6b may serve as a permitted over -

wintering site not to exclude the existing fisheries and recreational uses.  It is understood 

that all non -leased sites within area 6 shall be accessible for the purposes of fishing and 

other recreation.  

 

Area #7:   

Verbal Definition: All CRMC Type 2 waters of Trims Pond south of a line between the 

northern most extremity of Indian Head Neck to the southern side of the Town boat 

ramp. This area shall also include all CRMC Type 2 waters west of the Ocean Avenue 

bridge.  

Co -ordinates:  Point 14 - 41 10 50.348 LAT - 71 34 22.809 LON 

Point 15 - 41 10 50.217 LAT - 71 34 24.740 LON 

Defined Uses: FISHERIES PRIORITY defined as the harvest of the natural resources including 

but not limited to shellfish, crustaceans, and finfish, as regulated by the Town o f New 

Shoreham.  This area is also designated as a high priority shellfish stock enhancement 

area as well as being seasonally certified for shellfishing and has been recognized as a 

priority winter flounder spawning area.  

 

Area #8:  Verbal Definition:  Bound ed on the south b y a line from the stone wall on 

Bonnell Beach to the intersection of the Type 2 water designation line, running northerly 

to the eastern most point of Coast Guard beach, then running west to the eastern most 

dolphin at the Coast Guard Stat ion and proceeding south to the most northerly extremity 

of Cormorant Point and bounded on the west by land.  

Co -ordinates:  Point 10 - 41 11  7.933 LAT - 71 35  4.210 LON 

Point  9 - 41 11 11.773 LAT - 71 34 56.217 LON 

Point 4 -  41 11 40.435 LAT - 71 35 19.861 LON 

Point 7 -  41 11 26.713 LAT - 71 35 18.329 LON 

Defined Uses: FISHERIES PRIORITY defined as the harvest of the natural resources including 

but not limited to shellfish, crustaceans, and finfish, as regulated by the Town of New 

Shoreham.  This area i s also designated as a high priority shellfish stock enhancement 

area as well as being seasonally certified for shellfishing but not for water sports or over -

wintering.  In addition, this area will be utilized for the enhancement of the natural oyster 

popu lation by the Town Shellfish Commission.  

 

Area #9:    

Verbal Definition: All CRMC Type 2 waters of the Great Salt Pond Proper.  

Co -ordinates:  Point 3 - 41 11 43.768 LAT - 71 35 14.917 LON 
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Point 8 - 41 11 24.724 LAT - 71 34 25.265 LON 

Point 11- 41 11  5.584 LAT - 71 34 27.957 LON 

Point 9 - 41 11 11.773 LAT - 71 34 56.217 LON 

Point 4 - 41 11 40.435 LAT - 71 35 19.861 LON 

Defined Uses: FISHERIES PRIORITY defined as the harvest of the natural resources including 

but not limited to shellfish, crustaceans, and finf ish, as regulated by the Town of New 

Shoreham.  This area is seasonally certified for shellfishing but not for water sports or over -

wintering.  Brood Stock in deep water accessible only by dredging, to be used for the 

purpose of transplanting to shallow wa ters accessible by recreational and commercial 

users.  This transplant has been an ongoing successful co -operative effort of the Town of 

New Shoreham and the RIDEM for many years.  

 

Area #10:   

Verbal Definition:  All CRMC Type 3 waters.  

Co -ordinates:  Point 10 - 41 11  7.933 LAT - 71 35  4.210 LON 

Point  9 - 41 11 11.773 LAT - 71 34 56.217 LON 

Point 11 - 41 11  5.584 LAT - 71 34 27.957 LON 

Point 14 - 41 10 50.348 LAT - 71 34 22.809 LON 

Point 15 - 41 10 50.217 LAT - 71 34 24.740 LON 

Point 21 - 41 10 44.911 LAT - 71 34 19.195 LON 

Defined Uses: FISHERIES PRIORITY defined as the harvest of the natural resources including 

but not limited to shellfish, crustaceans, and finfish, as regulated by the Town of New 

Shoreham.  This area is seasonally certified for shellfish ing as well as marinas, commercial 

and recreational fisheries already in existence, but not for water sports or over -wintering.  
RECREATION BOATING 

 

TO BE ADD ð HARBORS DEPT. 

 

 

 

 

MARINAS AND WHARVES 

 

TO BE ADD ð HARBORS DEPT. 

 

MARINAS/WHARVES 

 

Marina/Wharf  Location  Number of Slips  

Harbor Road Yacht Basin  Hog Pen  20  

Payneõs Fort Island Marina Hog Pen  10  

Payneõs Hog Pen Marin Hog Pen  12 
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Smugglerõs Cove (BI 

Maritime Institute)  

Hog Pen  12 

Payneõs New Harbor Dock End of Ocean Avenue  150 

Block Island Boat Basin  West Side Road  80 

Champlins Marina & Resort  West Side Road  200 

Ballards Marina  Old Harbor  ? 

Old Harbor Dock  Old Harbor  80 

Interstate Ferry Terminal  Old Harbor   

 

BOAT YARDS 

Harbor Road Yacht Basin  - Ocean Ave  

Travel lift ð boats up to 30 ft.  

BI Maritime Institute  -  Ocean Ave  

Hydraulic trailer ð boats up to 40 ft.  

Commercial fishing dock & loading ramp ð West Dock, Old Harbor  

 

COMMERCIAL FISHING FACILITIES 

Old Harbor Dock, West Dock  Old Harbor   10 slips 

CHARTER FISHING FACILITIES 

Old Harbor Dock, South Dock  Old Harbor   4 Slips 

BOARDWALKS 
Beach access boardwalk  - Corn Neck Rd.  - New Harbor  

LAUNCH RAMPS 
Indian Head Neck right -of -way between Dead Eye Dicks Restaurant and BI Maritime Inst. 

(Smugglerõs Cove) ð Ocean Ave  

 

FEDERAL NAVIGATION AREAS 

Channels  

Turning Basins 

Anchorages  

Special Anchorage Areas  

 

MOORING AREAS AND AN CHORAGE  

TO BE ADD ð HARBORS DEPT. 
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3.0 ISSUES, GOALS, POLICIES AND 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

WATER TYPE AND USE 
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MOORING MANAGEMENT 

NEW HARBOR - TOWN MOORING FIELD COORDINATES 

 

Point Number SPF-X SPF-Y Lat-OMS Long-OMS 

1 (NW) 478209.508 38590.537 411121.2000 713445.0000 

2 (NE) 478982.079 38984.564 411125.1000 713434.9000 

3 (E) 479944.110 37404.873 411109.5000 713422.3000 

4 (SE) 479981.326 36190.330 411057.0000 713421.8000 

5 (SW) 479835.820 35927.308 411054.9000 713423.7000 

6 479172.219 35768.324 411053.3235 713432.3765 

7 478962.719 36238.137 411057.9637 713435.1217 

8 478812.906 36248.594 411058.0657 713437.081 

9 478704.25 36025.605 411055.8615 713438.4994 

10 479081.375 36445.044 41110.00871 713433.5723 

11 478207.688 36326.359 411058.8287 713444.9969 

12 478381.156 36052.414 411056.1236 713442.725 

13 477324.719 36297.695 411058.5374 713456.5438 

14 477084.406 36523.777 41110.76897 713459.6894 

15 477653.594 36704.223 41112.55719 713452.2478 

16 478087.156 37850.477 411113.8867 713446.5914 

17 476962.344 36981.322 41115.2887 71351.29152 

18 477703.719 36520.254 41110.73994 713451.5901 

19 476966.438 39168.625 411126.9003 71351.2555 

20 475789.094 39484.262 411130.0075 713516.6686 

21 475934.031 39283.328 411128.0236 713514.7703 

22 475536.594 39271.898 411127.9067 713519.9684 

23 474610.375 39074.625 411125.948 713532.0801 

24 479320.625 41067.453 411145.6829 713430.4956 

25 479315.344 41251.07 411147.4971 713430.5667 

26 379518.875 42257.813 411157.4459 713427.9157 

27 479406.906 42431.797 411159.164 713429.3823 

28 479893.063 35342.754 411049.1248 713422.945 

29 480069 35369.141 411049.3869 713420.6445 
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30 480472.75 35187.133 411047.5919 713415.3626 

 

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTIONS OF REGULATED MOORING FIELDS 

 

All mooring fields are administered by the Town of New Shoreham.  There are currently 

290 combined moorings in Fields A, B, C, D, F, G, H, I, and J.  Mooring Field E currently has 

90 rental mooring.  There are no comme rcial moorings or mooring fields.  

 

Field A:  

Positions in deg -min -sec  Latitude   Longitude  

NW Corner    41.11-21.2 N  71.34-45.0 W 

NE Corner    41.11-25.1 N  71.34-34.9 W 

East Corner    41.11-09.5 N  71.34-22.3 W 

SE Corner   41.10-57.0 N  71.34-21.8 W 

SW Corner    41.10-54.9 N  71.34-23.7W 

 

Field B: 

Begins at a point (identified as point 7 ) on the attached plan entitled Plan of Mooring 

Fields on Great Salt Pond prepared by the Town of New Shoreham Geographic 

Information System Administrators, Carol Baker and Mart ha Roldan, 2004 , said point 

being approximately 100 feet west of the northwest corner of Paynes' Dock and on the 

line connecting the northeasterly most point of the Block Island Boat Basin Dock and the 

northwesterly most point of Paynes Dock. The boundary then continues south to a point 

50 feet from shore (mean high water) and approximately 100 feet from the stone rip -rap 

at the southwest potion of Paynes' Dock, said point is identified as point 6  of the 

attached plan. The boundary then runs in a general we sterly and northerly direction, 50 

feet from shore (mean high water) to a point ( point 9  on the attached plan), and 100 

feet from southeasterly most part of the Block Island Boat Basin Dock. The boundary then 

runs a general northerly direction to a point, identified as point 8 , 100 feet from the 

northeasterly most point of the Block Island Boat Basin Dock and on the line connecting 

the northeasterly most point of the Block Island Boat Basin Dock and the northwesterly 

most point of Paynes Dock. Then running in a straight line and in a general easterly 

direction to point 7 , the place and point of beginning.   (3.5 acres)  

 

Field C:  

Begins at a point 100 feet east of the most easterly end of Champlins' Marina Dock, 

identified as point 18  on the attached Plan of M ooring Fields on Great Salt Pond 

prepared by the Town of New Shoreham Geographic Information System Administrators, 

Carol Baker and Martha Roldan, 2004 . The boundary runs southeasterly to a point 100 

feet west of the northwest finger pier of the Block Isla nd Boat Basin Dock, (identified as 

point 11  on the attached plan). The boundary then runs south to a point 50 feet from 

shore (Mean High Water) and 100 feet west of the southwest end of Block Island Boat 

Basin Dock, said point identified as point 12  on the  attached plan. The boundary then 

runs in a generally westerly direction 50 feet from shore (Mean High Water) in a general 

westerly and northwesterly direction, to a point 100 feet from Champlins' Marina Dock, 
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point 13 . The boundary then runs along the con tour of Champlins' Dock 100 feet from the 

Dock to point 18  the place and point of beginning.  (6.4 acres)  

 

Field D: 

Beginning at point 22,  a point being 50 feet north of mean high water of the northern 

most point of land at Cormorant Point and running in a  general easterly direction along 

the line connecting the most northerly points of Cormorant Point and Harris Point to point 

19, where that line intersects the western edge of the navigation channel. The boundary 

then runs southeasterly following the weste rn edge of the navigation channel to point 16  

on the attached Plan of Mooring Fields on Great Salt Pond prepared by the Town of New 

Shoreham Geographic Information System Administrators, Carol Baker and Martha 

Roldan, 2004 , point 16  being the intersection of the extended property line that divides 

lots 6 and 10 on plat 19 and the line defining the western edge of the navigation 

channel. Point 16 is also the northern most point of mooring field "E". The boundary then 

runs southwesterly along the above descri bed extended property line to point 17 . Point 

17 is a point 50 feet from shore (mean high water) and on the extended property line 

that divides lots 6 and 10 on plat 19. The boundary then runs northwesterly following the 

contour of the western shoreline of  Great Salt Pond at a distance 50 feet from shore 

(mean high water) to point 22 , the place and point of beginning.  (58.4 acres)  

 

Field E: 

Beginning at point 16  (point 16  on the attached Plan of Mooring Fields on Great Salt 

Pond prepared by the Town of New  Shoreham Geographic Information System 

Administrators, Carol Baker and Martha Roldan, 2004 ), said point being intersection of 

the extended property line that divides lots 6 and 10 on plat 19 and the line defining the 

western edge of the navigation channel . The boundary then runs southeasterly along the 

western boundary of the navigation channel to point 10 , a point 150 feet north of the 

north end of Paynes' Dock and on the western edge of the navigation channel. The 

boundary then runs westerly to point 15 , a point 100 feet east of the most easterly portion 

of the center finger pier of Champlins' Marina. The boundary then runs north, west and 

then southerly, along the contour that is 100 feet from the ends of piers at Champlins' 

Marina Docks to point 14 that  is the intersection of the contour described above and the 

shoreline contour line that is 50 feet seaward of mean high water. The boundary then 

follows the shoreline contour north of Champlins' Marina at a distance of 50 feet from 

shore (mean high water) to the intersection of this shoreline contour with the intersection 

of the extended property line that divides lots 6 and 10 on plat 19, point 17 .From point 17  

the boundary runs northeasterly along the extended property line that divides lots 6 and 

10 on p lat 19 to point 16 , the place and point of beginning.  (31.3 acres)  

Field F: 

Beginning at point 22 , a point being 50 feet north of mean high water of the northern 

most point of land at Cormorant Point and then running in a general southerly, westerly 

and t hen northerly direction along the contour that is 50 feet from mean high water (and 

private docks) and follows the shoreline Cormorant Cove to a point identified as point 23  

on the attached plan. Point 23 is a point 50 feet seaward of mean high water and o n the 

extended north property line of lot 14, plat 20. From point 23 , the boundary runs in a 

general easterly direction in a straight line to point 22  the place and point of beginning.  

(13.7 acres)  
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Field G:  

Beginning at a point (identified as point 24  on  the attached Plan of Mooring Fields on 

Great Salt Pond prepared by the Town of New Shoreham Geographic Information 

System Administrators, Carol Baker and Martha Roldan, 2004 ) said point being 100 feet 

west of the swimming dock off the shoreline of the Blo ck Island Club. The field, a line of 

moorings, runs northerly to point 25 , a point 200 feet north of point 24 .  (.33 acres)  

 

Field H: 

Beginning at a point (identified as point 26 on the attached plan entitled Plan of Mooring 

Fields on Great Salt Pond prepa red by the Town of New Shoreham Geographic 

Information System Administrators, Carol Baker and Martha Roldan, 2004 ) said point 

being 50 feet from shore (mean high water) and on the extended northwestern property 

line of lot 42, plat 4. The field, the line r uns northwesterly to point 27  a point 50 feet from 

shore (mean high water) and intersects the straight line extension of the southern 

boundary of the public right -of -way known as Andy's Way.  (.23 acres)  

 

Field I: 

Begins at a point, (identified as point 21  on the attached Plan of Mooring Fields on Great 

Salt Pond prepared by the Town of New Shoreham Geographic Information System 

Administrators, Carol Baker and Martha Roldan, 2004 ) said point being 400 feet due east 

of the northern most point of Cormorant Po int. The field, a line of moorings, runs 

northwesterly to a point, identified as point 20  that is 200 feet southwest of nun buoy #12. 

The coordinates of point 20  will vary with the position of buoy #12.  (.41 acres)  

 

Field J: 

Beginning at a point, point 29 , that lies 50 feet from mean high water and along the line 

joining the southern most point of lot 63, plat 5 (called "Indian Head Neck") and the 

northern most point of lot 116, plat 5. The proceeding west to point 28 , said point being 

the intersection of,  the contour formed by being 100 feet seaward of the dock on lot 64 -1 

and the line beginning at point 29 and running due west. The mooring field boundary 

then continues in a general southerly direction 100 feet from existing fixed docks and 50 

feet from me an high water along the shoreline that follows lots 64 -1, 100, 101, 102, 104, 

and then continuing northerly 50 feet from mean high water following the contour of lots 

108, 107, 106, 113, 114, and lot 116 on plat 5 and continuing to follow the shoreline of that 

portion of Trim's Pond being east of Ocean Avenue to a point, point 30 , that is located 50 

feet from mean high water at lot 116, north and east of the most northerly point of land 

of lot 116 plat 5, and on the line drawn from the southern most point o n Indian Head 

Neck, lot 63 plat 5, and the northerly most point of lot 116, plat 5 (this line divides CRMC 

Type 1 and Type 2 waters in Trim's Pond). Said point 30 , being the intersection of the 50 

feet from mean high water line contour and the line drawn f rom southern most point on 

Indian Head Neck, lot 63 plat 5, and the northern most point of lot 116, lot 5. Then 

proceeding in a general northwesterly direction along the CRMC designated water type 

division line to point 29 on Indian Head Neck, the place an d point of beginning. Mooring 

Field J is further described on the plan entitled "Plan of Mooring Field  "J" on Great Salt 

Pond for the Town of New Shoreham" prepared by the Town of New Shoreham 

Geographic Information System Administrators, Carol Baker and M artha Roldan, 2004 .   

(3.6 acres)  
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MOORING FIELD ôJõ 

 


