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INTRODUCTION

The Shoreline Access Working Group (SAWG) is pleased to submit this report on public shoreline 

access points to the Town Council.  It is our hope that the report will be helpful to the Town 

Council and our community in not only identifying our shoreline access points but to assist 

in planning for the maintenance and improvements for access to the Island’s shoreline.

The SAWG toured over twenty of the 43 public access points during the winter of 2015 and 

reviewed each site for its current state of public access and discussed what steps the Town 

should take to identify the sites, maintain safe access to shoreline, and provide access for 

emergency equipment and responders.

The SAWG balanced the right of public access to the shoreline with the need to protect 

environmentally sensitive sites in our report.  We considered the construction of manmade 

structures, walkways, stairways, and dune “walk-overs” while realizing the shoreline is 

dynamic, always changing and the effect storm events and sea level rise will have on the 

construction and maintenance of structures on the shoreline.

The SAWG welcomed and listened to the concerns of private property owners abutting the 

access points and considered their right to the quiet enjoyment of their properties with the 

public’s right to have access to the shoreline.

We considered the installation of appropriate signage to identify the access points, how to 

improve accessibility to persons with disabilities and the need for additional parking spaces 

at some locations.  We have incorporated those considerations into our report.

We also incorporate by reference “The Shoreline Access on Block Island” a report prepared for 

the Block Island Conservancy and the New Shoreham Planning Board by Michele Crowley 

in June of 1990.

We want to acknowledge and thank Deputy Town Clerk Millie McGinnes for her professionalism, 

hard work, and guidance in assisting the SAWG in preparing this report.  A special thank 

you the Town’s GIS Specialist Alison Ring for her assistance in mapping the location of the 

shoreline access points and to Karen LeRoy for her editing assistance.
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High Priority Access Points

The Shoreline Access Working Group has prioritized 6 

points of the 43 that need attention and support from the 

town, in part to ensure safe and easy access to the 

shoreline, or to confirm and re-establish the access as 

deeded. These locations are:

• Breed Property

• Andy’s Way

• Southwest Point• Southwest Point

• Charleston Beach

• Grace’s Cove 

• Champlin Road (end)/Coast Guard Beach
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There are 43 Unique

Shoreline Access Points
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Shoreline Access Point: North Light 

Description/location: The northern tip of the island has 

full shoreline access on the east and west shoreline.

Recommended Actions:

• Maintain an easy transition from the parking lot to the sand 

road headed to the north light

See Appendix A, pages 20-21

(1999 Shoreline Access on Block Island)
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Shoreline Access Point: Block Island National 

Wildlife Refuge 

Description/location: This land is to the north north west 

of Sachem pond is a large seagull nesting area.

Recommended Actions:

• Maintain an easy transition from the parking lot to the sand 

road headed to the north light.

• Monitor dune erosion and be prepared to repair access to 

the area after storm events.

See Appendix A, pages 23-24
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Shoreline Access Point: Settler’s Rock 

Description/location: Identified as CRMC # E-1 (CRMC 

identified, not owned).

Recommended Actions: 

• Monitor dune erosion and be prepared to repair the area 

around Settler’s Rock after storm events.

See Appendix A, page 19
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Shoreline Access Point: Grove Point 

Description/location:  End of Corn Neck Road.  Pathway 

east of Settler’s Rock through Plat 1, Lot 2 and Plat 1, Lot 

18.

Recommended Actions:

See Appendix A, page 22

• Monitor dune erosion and be prepared to repair access to 

the area after storm events.
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Shoreline Access Point: Breed Property

Description/location: Western access to the beach from 

Corn Neck Road just south of Sachem Pond from Corn 

Neck Road.

Background/issues: Property deeded  to the Town as a nature 

sanctuary.  There is no parking area for the access although 

cars can park on Corn Neck Road and  visitors can walk in.

Recommended Actions:
• No improvements on the property except maintaining clear path 

access to the beach.

• Determine appropriate signage – currently it is misleading as to 

whether a car can or cannot access the beach or south shore of 

Sachem pond.

• Ensure that Town legal counsel defend public and deeded access to 

the beach when it has been clearly encroached. This location/situation 

could be very important to reinforce that the town will protect public 

access.

See Appendix A, page 28 9



Shoreline Access Point: West Beach Road

Description/location: Beach access at the end of West 

Beach Road.  Parking exists on the sides of the road.  The 

path to the beach is heavily eroded.

Background/Issues: Runoff is causing heavy erosion along the 

path to the beach.  Historic landfill is leaching  out/eroding 

onto the beach north of the access area.  The Town is working 

with DEM to  establish a mitigation plan.

Recommended Actions:

• No immediate action recommended for this area.  

• Wait for the final mitigation plan.

• Ensure easy access to the beach is provided, north and 

south. Consider a marked pathway to the south.

See Appendix A, pages 25 & 91
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Shoreline Access Point: Clayhead/Bluestone 

Description/location: To the east of The Maze and Lapham 

land. This access point goes down some bluffs. Rarely 

traveled, it is an access point between settlers rock and 

Mansion Beach.  

Recommended Actions:

• Support Nature Conservancy maintenance.

• Monitor dune erosion and be prepared to repair access to 

the area after storm events.

See Appendix A, pages 26-27
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Shoreline Access Point: Skipper’s Island 

Description/location:  Off Corn Neck Road to the west, 

north of Andy’s Way.  The access point is through Plat 3, 

Lot 66-1 continuing through a path to the marsh.

Recommended Actions:

• Support the Block Island Conservancy’s maintenance  efforts 

of this access point.

See Appendix A, pages 31-32
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Shoreline Access Point: Beane Point 

Description/location: Beane Point is owned by the U.S. 

Fish and Wildlife and is a beautiful spot for boaters to visit 

from the Great Salt pond, or walkers to visit from West 

Beach and Andy’s Way. 

The access way to Beane Point goes over town land and 

the Sand Trail is a very sensitive area of the pond.  Many 

organizations, including the Town of New Shoreham, are 

watching this area for wash-overs, erosion and breaching.

If significant breaches occur, it is believed that significant 

Background/Comments:        

If significant breaches occur, it is believed that significant 

change to the shell fishing and the marshes will occur and 

the town should plan accordingly.

Recommended Actions:

• Continue to minimize all vehicular traffic over the town land and 

continue to support pedestrian access and dune protection. 

See Appendix A, pages 89-90
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Shoreline Access Point: Mansion Beach

Description/location:  Popular beach parking  and access 

area at the end of Mansion Road. 

Background/Issues:  The Parking was reconfigured and 

increased three years ago improving the area.  Bathroom 

facilities may be a consideration of the Town in future.      

Recommended Actions: 

• No immediate action recommended for this area.

• Continue to keep the paths and foundation clear and free 

to pass.

• Monitor traffic and parking to determine if there is a need 

for additional parking. 

See Appendix A, pages 33-34
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Shoreline Access Point:  Minister’s Lot

Description/location:  Small unloading, bike parking area  

at the end of Minister’s Lot Road, offering an access path 

to Crescent Beach.

Background/issues:  New bike racks installed this year.  The 

path to the beach is a well maintained walking path.        

Recommended Actions:

• No immediate action recommended for this area.

• Ensure the bike racks are maintained and remain in place.

• Continue to ensure mowing and brush work keeps the 

access way open. 
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Shoreline Access Point:  Andy’s Way

Description/location:  Popular Great Salt Pond beach 

access at the end of Andy’s Way.

Background/Issues: Heavily trafficked area with eroding gullied 

path .  Needs improvement for public safety and rescue

access .    

High Priority Access Location

Recommended Actions:

• Investigate installing a 6 ft. wide, wooden, curved walking 

ramp (wide enough for small boats and emergency ATV 

access) ending at a small platform.  

• Level out the parking area, and consider delineating the 

parking spaces. 

See Appendix A, pages 29-30
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Shoreline Access Point:  Scotch Beach

Description/location:  Beach parking and access at the 

end of Scotch Beach Road.  This property continues to the 

Town Beach property. 

Background/Comments: The parking area has shrunk with 

sand intrusion.

Recommended Actions:

• Clean up and define the parking lot – consider space and 

angled parking to increase capacity

• Consider new parking spaces and handicapped access 

parking particularly along the northern boundary

• Consider ways to minimize storm surge impact of Corn Neck 

Road by looking at parking, vehicular and pedestrian traffic 

routes.

See Appendix A, pages 36-36
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Shoreline Access Point:  Mosquito Beach  

Description/location:  Small parking area on the West side 

of Corn Neck Road providing access to Great Salt Pond.

Background/Issues:  The beach along the Great Salt Pond is 

reached by a boardwalk over the marsh.  The site is in fantastic 

condition.        

Recommended Actions:

• The Town should apply to the CRMC for an assent to remove 

and/or mitigation of thephragmites and non-native 

vegetation to re-open the viewshed.

See Appendix A, pages 37-38
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Shoreline Access Point:  Indian Head Neck 

Description/location:  Access off Corn Neck Road to the 

west, south of Mosquito Beach.  The site extends from the 

end of the point across the Great Salt Pond to the boat 

ramp on Ocean Avenue.  A location of a historic road.

Recommended Actions:

• No immediate action is recommended for this area.

See Appendix A, pages 46-48
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Shoreline Access Point:  Fred Benson Town 

Beach

Description/location: Beach pavilion and public beach on 

the east side of Corn Neck Road.

Background/Issue:  The beach pavilion will be renovated and 

the parking area reconfigured in an upcoming rehab project 

scheduled for Spring 2016.

Recommended Actions:

• Parking should be expanded, currently planned within the 

Beach Pavilion renovation project. 

See Appendix A, pages 42-43
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Shoreline Access Point: Beach Avenue 

Bridge 

Description/location:  Access to Harbor Pond can be 

obtained around the bridge.

Background/Comments:  Technically one can access Harbor 

Pond around the bridge, but it is dangerous and not supported.        

Recommended Actions: 

• Maintain legal access point.

See Appendix A, page 40
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Shoreline Access Point: Crescent Beach 

Description/location:  Crescent Beach lies to the South of 

Town Beach and just south of Beach Avenue.

Background/Comments: 

• Significant damage to the dunes and Corn Neck Road 

occurred during Storm Sandy. 

• People are walking over the revetment and are damaging 

the island’s protective buffers and dunes.

Recommended Actions:

• Build stairs/access bridges over the revetment.

• Ensure 3-5 access points are maintained, in order to keep 

people from walking over the dunes.

• Rope off and post signs about erosion and dune protection 

between the stairs.

See Appendix A, page 44
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Shoreline Access Point: Across from 

Beachead

Description/location: Area at the base of Corn Neck Road, 

east side, across from the Beachead Restaurant.

Background/ Issue : Dune area opened and closed by the 

highways department  to provide a wide open access way to 

the beach.  

Recommended Actions:

• Evaluate 5 stairways over the dunes.

• Maintain vehicle access to the beach via the roadway and 

beach house.
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Shoreline Access Point:  Mary D. Park

Description/location: In Old Harbor, area on the east side 

of Water Street bordering the jetty and harbor.

Background/Issue:   A path is maintained through the park to 

access the beach, although a more direct and dangerous route 

is continually used near the corner at the Surf Hotel.  The Old 

Harbor Task Force is working on a plan for the area.        

Recommended Actions:

• Support Old Harbor Task Force stair construction project.

See Appendix A, pages 51-53
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Shoreline Access Point: Old Harbor Dock 

Description/location:  Old Harbor Dock is maintained by 

the Harbors Department and the Town.

Background/Comments:  A new Harbor Master’s building and 

facilities have been constructed and currently supports the 

needs.      

Recommended Actions:

• No immediate action is recommended for this area.

See Appendix A, pages 54-56
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Shoreline Access Point: Ballard’s Inn

Description/location: Area to the south of Ballard’s Inn 

building, alleyway between building and Block Island Land 

Trust property to the south.

Background/Issue: Litigation has ensued regarding whether 

this is a legal public access.  The litigation has been dropped at 

this time.  Currently Ballard’s Inn concedes to allowing 

emergency access.

Recommended Actions:

• Include the Rescue Squad in the annual pre-season meetings 

that take place between Ballard’s Inn and the Police 

Department.

• Ensure the rescue squad has permission to access the beach 

for emergency purposes just south of the building. 

See Appendix A, page 57
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Shoreline Access Point: Block Island Land 

Trust access at Ocean View Pavilion

Description/location: Path leading to the beach on the 

property just south of Ballard’s Inn leading from the Ocean 

View pavilion.

Background/Issue: 

• Property is owned by the Block Island Land Trust.  Public 

access is allowed, but may be restricted by the BILT.  Newly 

cleared path has been constructed and must be maintained. 

Recommended Actions:

• No immediate action recommended for this area. 
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Shoreline Access Point: Spring House Pond 

Description/location:  On the east side of Spring Street, 

the Spring House ponds add to the beautiful scenic vista 

across from the Spring House Hotel.

Background/Comments: Continued bluff erosion in the area 

has triggered significant concerns about the pond barriers 

breaching.  This could be dangerous around the pond, as well 

of on the beach below.      

Recommended Actions:

• No immediate action is recommended for this area.

See Appendix A, page 64
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Shoreline Access Point: Green Hill Cove 

Description/location: Located off the east side of Spring 

Street, near the intersection of Spring Street and 

Southeast Road.  

Background/Comments:  The property is owned by the Block 

Island Land Trust.

Recommended Actions:

• No immediate action is recommended for this area.

See Appendix A, pages 62-63
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Shoreline Access Point: Mohegan Bluffs -

Payne Overlook

Description/location: State of RI owned area off Mohegan 

Trail just past the SE Light to the east.  Very popular area 

with parking and stairs descending part-way down the 

bluffs.

Background/Issue: Parking very congested.  Many rescue calls 

for those who descend beyond the end of the stairway down 

the bluff to the beach.        

Recommended Actions: Support the state’s proposals for 

improvements to the site.

See Appendix A, pages 65-66
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Shoreline Access Point: Mohegan Bluffs – Scup 

Rock (aka Second Bluffs) and Town ROW (Pilot 

Hill Road)

Description/location: Area on the south side of Mohegan 

Trail near the intersection of Pilot Hill Road.  Parking area 

and short trail to bluff viewing area. Plat 8, Lots 186 and 

187 (Extension of Pilot Hill Rd).

Background/Issue: Town owned and maintained.  New fencing 

along bluff edge.        

Recommended Actions:

• Consider moving the fence away from the edge of the bluff 

back to the raised area.

• Evaluate the site for public access, safety and erosion, given 

steepness of the bluffs.

See Appendix A, page 67 31



Shoreline Access Point: Snake Hole

Description/location: Small parking area with path to the 

beach at the end of Snake Hole Road  where Black Rock 

Road and Snake Hole meet.  

Background/Issue: Parking area is small and awkward due to 

surrounding wetlands.         

Recommended Actions:  

• Investigate ways to open parking given wetlands and 

topography.

• Ensure the parking and paths are not lost.

• Ensure the trail is cut back to ease access.

See Appendix A, pages 69-70
32



Shoreline Access Point: Black Rock

Description/location:  Area at the end of Black Rock Road 

– private road, currently passage is allowed to public for 

beach and surfing access.

Background/Issue: The Nature Conservancy has a working 

arrangement with the owners of the area to aid in the planning 

and maintenance of the area.  The washed out road and 

parking area will be fixed this fall (2015).        

Recommended Actions:

• No immediate action recommended for this area.

• Work with TNC to make sure road improvements are 

made.

See Appendix A, pages 71-72
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Shoreline Access Point: Rodman’s Hollow

Description/location: State owned area on the south side 

of Cooneymus Road, parking area to the east of the hollow 

with trails running to the bluff edge.  

Background/Issue:  The Rhode Island DEM just completed 

extensive maintenance on the parking area.         

Recommended Actions:

• No immediate action recommended for this area. 

See Appendix A, pages 71-72
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Shoreline Access Point: Southwest Point

Description/location: Beach access on the western side of 

Southwest Point Road.  The area was created as a part of a 

subdivision plan which includes four parking spaces and an 

8 ft. deeded path to the beach.

Background/Issue: Two of the parking spaces have been lost 

and it appears the path is only 6 ft. wide.      

Recommended Actions:

• Require compliance with the subdivision plan, reestablishing 

the four parking spaces and the 8 ft. wide right-of-way to the 

beach.

• Ensure Town legal counsel defend public and deeded access to 

the beach when it has been clearly encroached. This 

location/situation could be very important to reinforce that the 

town will protect public access.

See Appendix A, pages 73-74
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Shoreline Access Point: Cooneymus Beach

Description/location: Access at the end of Cooneymus Road, 

awkward parking on the south side of the road with a path 

to the beach.

Background/Comments:  Deeded Town-owned property.        

Recommended Actions:

• Level off the parking area on the south side of the road along 

the stonewall to improve parking.

• Mow the opening to the beach path to ensure bike rack 

location and ease of access.

See Appendix A, pages 75-76
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Shoreline Access Point: Dorry's Cove

Description/location: Small parking area with a path to 

the beach at the end of Dory's Cove Road. 

Background/Issue: With path erosion being very problematic , 

the Highways Dept. created two paths: a walking path and a 

drainage path.    Two paths are currently effective.

Recommended Actions:

• Maintain current double path system separating walking 

and rain water run off.

See Appendix A, page 77
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Shoreline Access Point: Grace’s Cove

Description/location: Small parking area with a path to 

the beach at the end of Grace’s Cove Road.

Background/Issue: Severe erosion on the path to the beach.           

Recommended Actions:

• Create two separate paths, a drainage path, as well as a 

walking path.  

• Conduct survey of land to determine a location for a walking 

structure or a path, given rain-water run-off.

• Path may require excavation and a more formal structure. 

See Appendix A, page 78 38



Shoreline Access Point: Sturgis Property

Description/location: Off Champlin Road, property on 

southeast  side of Cormorant Cove abutting the Great Salt 

Pond.

Background/Issue: Town owned property currently in natural 

state, shrubbery with no trails or paths to the shoreline.       

Recommended Actions:

• No immediate action recommended for this area.

• Significant deed restrictions are in place to protect 

development

See Appendix A, page 93
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Shoreline Access Point: Charleston Beach

Description/location: Beach access on Champlin Road, 

where road meets the west beach and then turns  to the 

northeast.

Background/Issue: Visitors to the beach park along the narrow 

road and on private property.  Traffic flow is extremely 

congested and abutters are aggravated.  Sonny and Carol Kern 

have offered a portion of their property to create an angled 

parking area at the site. 

Recommended Actions: 

• Accept the generous offer of the Kern family to create a 

parking area on their property along Champlin Road.

• Authorize TNS Highway Department to work with Mr. Kern 

on final details in the spring of 2016.

See Appendix A, pages 86 & 93 40



Shoreline Access Point: Coast Guard Beach

Description/location: Popular area with parking and path 

to the Great Salt Pond cut at the end of Champlin Road.  

The access  is a 20 ft. wide roadway all the way to the 

waters edge at the channel.

Background/Issue: The parking area is extremely congested 

and the path is overgrown.        

Recommended Actions:

• Open the area at the beginning of the path behind the motor 

pool building about 20 ft.

• Create an area for drop-off and to site bike racks and 

picnic tables.

• Expand the width of the path to the beach to 6 ft. wide.

• Continue to push for increased parking at the Coast Guard 

station and fully evaluate access to the tennis court shot term

See Appendix A, pages 87-88 41



Shoreline Access Point: 

George P.P. Bonnell Beach

Description/location: Parking area and path accessing the 

Great Salt Pond on a private road: first right off Champlin 

Road, then ½ mile down on east side of the private road.

Background/Issue: This area is owned by the Block Island 

Conservancy – privately owned , access is allowed, but may be 

restricted.     

Recommended Actions:

• No immediate action recommended for this area. 

See Appendix A, pages 82-83
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Shoreline Access Point: Ball O’Brien Park 

Description/location: Park on the north side of West Side 

Road to the west just after to mouth of Center Road.  

Currently hosts a playground, tennis courts, skateboard 

park, picnic pavilion.  There is a path to the Great Salt 

Pond.

Background/Issue: There has been discussions of a future 

Harbor’s Department facility at this location.  

Recommended Actions:

• No immediate action recommended for this area.

• Ensure the pathway from the playground is maintained.

• Keep an eye on discussions regarding expanding Harbor 

Department and recreational uses which may significantly 

alter access.

See Appendix A, pages 79-80
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Shoreline Access Point: Town Boat Launch 

Description/location: Boat launch on the shore of the 

Great Salt Pond, east side of Ocean Avenue across from 

the mouth of West Side Road.

Background/Issue: The ramp was reconstructed the Spring of 

2015.        

Recommended Actions: 

• No immediate action recommended for this area.  

See Appendix A, page 47
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Shoreline Access Point: Ocean Avenue 

Bridge 

Description/location: The bridge located on Ocean 

Avenue down the hill from the police/rescue station 

heading toward New Harbor.

Background/Comments: Access around the bridge is possible. 

Current kayaking access is used in this area.        

Recommended Actions: 

• No immediate action recommended for this area.  

See Appendix A, page 39
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Shoreline Access Point: Negus Park 

Description/location: Park located on the north side of 

Ocean Avenue, across from the Block Island Power 

Company.  Property abuts Harbor Pond.

Background/Issue: Property is cleared  and has picnic tables.  

The park is used for the Farmer’s Market weekly in the 

summer. 

Recommended Actions:

• No immediate action recommended for this area.

• Maintain 15 ft. vegetative buffer around the land abutting 

the Great Salt Pond.  

See Appendix A, page 45
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Shoreline Access Point: Beach Avenue 

Properties 

Description/location:  On the north side of Beach Avenue 

near the Corn Neck Road intersection.  There is a walking 

path  to a meadow along the shore of the Great Salt Pond.

Background/Comments:  The property is owned by the Block 

Island Land Trust and open to the public.

Recommended Actions:

• No immediate action recommended for this area.  

See Appendix A, page 50
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